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A PERSONAL WORD 

Before You Begin 
Dear Friend, 

Welcome to The Child of Promise. This month, we will follow one of the Bible’s 

greatest stories: the promise God made to Abraham, the family He formed, and 

the fulfilment that came through Jesus Christ. 

As you read, I want you to remember that this is not only a story about people 

who lived long ago. If you belong to Jesus, you have been welcomed into God’s 

family. You are not forgotten, accidental, or outside His plan. You are a child of 

promise. 

Some days will encourage you. Other days may challenge the way you think about 

faith, waiting, identity, grace, and growth. Do not rush. Read the Bible passage 

carefully, answer the questions honestly, and make the prayers your own. God’s 

Word is not simply information to collect; it is truth that forms your life. 

You do not need to have every answer before you begin. Bring your questions, 

your hopes, and even your doubts. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you see Jesus more 

clearly and to teach you how to live as someone who belongs to God. 

My prayer is that, by the end of October, you will know more deeply that God 

keeps His promises, His grace is stronger than your performance, and your future 

is safe in His hands. 

You are loved. You are known. You are a child of promise. 

In Christ, 

Akinkunmi Emmanuel Akinboade 

Pastor • Teacher • Disciple-Maker 
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WELCOME 

Your Story Is Part of 
the Promise 
Welcome to October! 

This month, we are going on a journey through the Bible's greatest 

promise story. 

It starts with an old man named Abram staring at the stars. It passes through a miracle 

baby named Isaac. It travels through slavery in Egypt, through kings and prophets, 

through exile and silence. And it ends with you, because the Bible says that if you 

belong to Jesus, you are a child of promise, just like Isaac was. 

This is not a children's story. It is the story of redemption, and you are part of it. Every 

day this month, you will engage with the biblical text, ask hard questions, and discover 

what it means to live as a child of promise in a world that is still waiting for its full 

redemption. 

“In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

GENESIS 12:3 
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HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL 

Ten Minutes. One Honest 

Encounter. 
Each day is designed for 10-15 minutes of reading, reflection, and prayer. 

01 TODAY’S BIBLE READING 

Read the passage in your own Bible. Engage with it 

thoughtfully. 

02 MEMORY VERSE 

One verse to carry with you all day. Try to memorize it by the 

end of the week. 

03 START HERE 

A question to get you thinking before you read. 

04 READ AND REFLECT 

A substantive reading that explains the passage and its 

theological significance. 

05 YOUR RESPONSE 

A journaling prompt, reflection question, or action step. 

06 THINK ABOUT IT 

A question for deeper reflection or discussion. 

07 PRAYER 

A short prayer you can pray in your own words. 

08 SAY IT 

An affirmation of truth. Say it out loud. Let it shape your 

identity. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT THIS MONTH 

Five Movements. One Promise 

Story. 

01 
GOD ALWAYS WANTED A FAMILY 

God calls Abraham and makes a covenant that 

will bless the whole world. We explore what it 

means to trust God when the path is unclear. 

 

02 
ISAAC -THE CHILD OF PROMISE 

A baby is born against all odds. We examine 

the difference between living by promise and 

living by effort. Grace, not performance. 

 

03 
THE PROMISE POINTS TO JESUS 

The promise to Abraham finds its fulfillment in 

Jesus, the ultimate Seed. We explore adoption, 

justification, and the new birth. 

 

04 
WHAT A GLORIOUS CHILD LOOKS LIKE 

We explore sanctification, what it means to be 

transformed from glory to glory, to carry 

treasure in clay jars, to bear the fruit of the 

Spirit. 

 

05 
ALREADY, BUT NOT YET 

We live in the tension between the already and 

the not yet. Creation itself is groaning, waiting 

for the revealing of the sons of God. 
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A NOTE BEFORE YOU START 

A Note for Parents and Teens 
This devotional is designed for teens ages 15-18. Each day includes a main passage, a 

memory verse, a substantive reflection, a response activity, a discussion question, a prayer, 

and an affirmation. 

This age group is capable of engaging with deep theological concepts. The reflections do 

not shy away from tension, doubt, or hard questions. They are designed to cultivate a faith 

that is thoughtful, resilient, and rooted in Scripture. 

If you have experienced hurt, loss, or family brokenness, be sensitive to the themes of 

adoption and God as Father. These truths are meant to heal, not to wound. Let the Holy 

Spirit guide your reading and reflection. 

LET’S BEGIN 

Your story started long before you were born. It started with a 

promise God made to an old man under a sky full of stars. And 

that promise includes you. 

Turn the page. The journey is just beginning. 
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THE ROADMAP 

31 Days at a Glance 
WEEK ONE: GOD ALWAYS WANTED A FAMILY 

01 God's Promise Is Bigger Than One Family OCT 1 

02 Trusting God While You Wait OCT 2 

03 The Promise With a Forever Tag OCT 3 

04 Is Anything Too Hard for God? OCT 4 

05 The Baby Who Arrived Right On Time OCT 5 

06 God's Most Valuable Treasure OCT 6 

07 The God Who Knows Your Name OCT 7 

WEEK TWO: ISAAC, THE CHILD OF PROMISE 

08 Two Sons, Two Ways OCT 8 

09 The God Who Does the Impossible OCT 9 

10 The Free Kid and the Slave Kid OCT 10 

11 Sarah's Secret Strength OCT 11 

12 God's New Heart Promise OCT 12 

13 The Promise Written on Your Heart OCT 13 

14 From "Not My People" to "My People" OCT 14 

WEEK THREE: THE PROMISE POINTS TO JESUS 

15 The Seed the Whole World Was Waiting For OCT 15 

16 Every Promise Says Yes OCT 16 

17 Born All Over Again OCT 17 

18 The Gift You Cannot Earn OCT 18 

19 Adopted! OCT 19 

20 Abba, Father OCT 20 

21 Abraham's Family Tree Includes You OCT 21 

WEEK FOUR: WHAT A GLORIOUS CHILD LOOKS LIKE 

22 What Glory Really Means OCT 22 

23 Jesus Is the Picture OCT 23 
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24 From Glory to Glory OCT 24 

25 Treasure in a Clay Jar OCT 25 

26 The Fruit the Spirit Grows OCT 26 

27 Set Apart, Not Perfect OCT 27 

WEEK FIVE: ALREADY, BUT NOT YET 

28 Children of God Right Now OCT 28 

29 Creation Is Waiting with Hope OCT 29 

30 God Will Finish What He Started OCT 30 

31 The Day Everything Becomes New OCT 31 
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WEEK ONE 

 GOD ALWAYS WANTED A FAMILY 

DAYS 1-7 

God calls Abraham and makes a promise that will bless the whole 

world. We learn that God’s plan was always about family, not just 

rules. 
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DAY 

01 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2026 

God's Promise Is Bigger Than One Family 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Genesis 12:1-3 

MEMORY VERSE  "In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." -Genesis 12:3 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

A calling can begin before you feel fully prepared. What makes it difficult to move 

forward when you can't see the whole plan? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Genesis 12:1-3 begins with a command to leave and a promise to bless. Abram is not given 

a complete itinerary. He is given God's word and a purpose: his life will become a means of 

blessing for all the families of the earth. That purpose keeps the promise from becoming a 

story about private success. God's work in Abram's family is aimed outward. The New 

Testament identifies Jesus as the one through whom this blessing reaches the nations. 

Belonging to God's family therefore includes a calling to seek the good of others. Trusting 

God does not require pretending uncertainty is easy. It means responding faithfully with 

the light you have, while leaving the whole outcome in God's hands. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Set aside three minutes to identify a decision or transition where you feel uncertain. 

Write one action that is both wise and faithful, and one person who could benefit if 

you take it. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

Where might you be treating blessing as something only for yourself? What would it mean 

to make your gifts a blessing to others? 

PRAYER 

God, give me courage to follow You without demanding control of the whole future. 

Shape my ambitions around Your purpose, and make my choices a source of good for 

others. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: God can guide my next step, and my life can become a blessing to 

others. 
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DAY 

02 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026 

Trusting God While You Wait 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Genesis 15:1-6 

MEMORY VERSE  "And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness." -

Genesis 15:6 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Waiting can expose the gap between what you hope for and what you can currently 

see. What do you tend to do in that gap: control, withdraw, distract yourself, or speak 

honestly? 

READ AND REFLECT 

In Genesis 15:1-6, God reassures Abram, but Abram names the problem plainly: he has no 

child, and the promised future seems uncertain. God responds by taking him outside and 

pointing him toward the stars. The sign does not make the waiting disappear; it places 

Abram's limited view beside God's promise. Abram believes God, and the text describes 

that trust as righteousness. Faith here is not denial, certainty about every detail, or a 

technique for making a desired outcome happen. It is reliance on God's word within the 

particular covenant story God is unfolding through Abram. The passage invites honest 

prayer. It does not require you to pretend you are untroubled. You can bring God your 

longing, ask your questions, and still choose the next faithful step. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Take three minutes to journal: What am I waiting for? What part is within my 

responsibility? What part must I entrust to God? End with one next step that is faithful 

without trying to control the outcome. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How can you distinguish trusting God from assuming He must fulfill your hopes in the exact 

way or timing you prefer? 

PRAYER 

God, meet me in the space between what I hope for and what I can see. Help me 

speak honestly, act wisely, and entrust what I cannot control to You. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I can bring my questions to God and take the next faithful step. 

  



 
THE CHILD OF PROMISE TEEN EDITION 

 

 

AKINKUNMI EMMANUEL AKINBOADE  •  OCTOBER 2026 PAGE 14 

 

DAY 

03 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026 

The Promise With a Forever Tag 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Genesis 17:1-8 

MEMORY VERSE  "I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after 

you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant." -Genesis 17:7 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

We live in a world of conditional commitments and fine print. What does it mean that 

God's covenant with Abraham is described as "everlasting"? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Genesis 17:1-8 records God's formal establishment of His covenant with Abraham. The 

language is expansive and unconditional: "I will establish My covenant... for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and your descendants after you." This covenant is not a 

transaction. It is not a contract with escape clauses. It is a binding, permanent commitment 

that God takes upon Himself. The sign of the covenant, circumcision, is given to Abraham's 

household, but the covenant itself is initiated and sustained by God. The name change 

from Abram to Abraham ("father of many") is significant. It declares a reality that does not 

yet exist. Abraham is being asked to live in light of a future that God has promised but not 

yet delivered. This is what faith looks like: orienting your life around God's declared future, 

even when the present does not yet match it. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Consider a place in your life where you struggle to believe God's promises apply to 

you. Write a paragraph describing what it would look like to live as if God's "everlasting 

covenant" is true for you specifically. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does understanding God's covenant as unconditional (resting on His faithfulness, not 

yours) change how you approach Him when you fail? 

PRAYER 

God, Your covenant is everlasting because it rests on who You are, not on what I do. 

Teach me to live in light of Your promises, even when my present circumstances do 

not yet reflect them. Amen. 
 

SAY IT: God's covenant with me is everlasting. It rests on His faithfulness, 

not mine. 
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DAY 

04 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2026 

Is Anything Too Hard for God? 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Genesis 18:1-15 

MEMORY VERSE  "Is anything too hard for the Lord?" -Genesis 18:14 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

"Is anything too hard for the Lord?" This question was asked in a specific context. How 

should we apply it today without turning it into a blank check for whatever we want? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Genesis 18:14 records God's rhetorical question to Sarah: "Is anything too hard for the 

Lord?" The context is specific: God has just promised that Sarah, at ninety, will bear a son. 

The question is not a general promise that every impossible wish will be granted. It is a 

declaration that God's covenant promise will be fulfilled despite human impossibility. This 

passage invites us to distinguish between God's revealed will (what He has promised in 

Scripture) and our personal desires (what we hope He will do). God's power is unlimited, 

but His purposes are specific. He is not a cosmic vending machine. He is a faithful covenant 

partner who accomplishes His plan. At the same time, the question challenges our limited 

vision. We often measure what is possible by what we can see. God measures by His own 

character and promises. Trusting God means entrusting our impossible situations to Him 

while submitting to His wise and good purposes, even when those purposes differ from our 

preferences. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Identify one situation where you are tempted to limit God by your own understanding. 

Write a prayer that expresses both your honest desire and your trust in God's wisdom 

and timing. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How do you hold together confidence in God's power and submission to His 

will, especially when they seem to conflict? 

PRAYER 

God, You are able to do far more than I can ask or imagine. Help me trust Your 

power without presuming on Your purposes. Teach me to entrust my impossible 

situations to Your wise and good will. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: God is powerful beyond my limits, and His purposes are always 

wise. 
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DAY 

05 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2026 

The Baby Who Arrived Right On Time 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Genesis 21:1-7 

MEMORY VERSE  "And the Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He 

had spoken." -Genesis 21:1 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Twenty-five years passed between the promise and the fulfillment. What does that 

suggest about God's timeline versus ours? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Genesis 21:1-7 records the birth of Isaac, the son promised to Abraham and Sarah decades 

earlier. The text emphasizes God's faithfulness: "The Lord visited Sarah as He had said, and 

the Lord did for Sarah as He had spoken." This is a fulfillment narrative. God did what He 

promised. But notice the waiting. Abraham was seventy-five when God first called him. He 

was one hundred when Isaac was born. Twenty-five years of waiting. Years of trying to 

help God out (the Ishmael situation). Years of wondering if the promise would ever be 

fulfilled. What does this reveal? God is patient. His timing is deliberate. He is not slow. He 

is sovereign. The waiting serves a purpose, it develops trust, it reveals character, it makes it 

clear that the promise comes from God and not from human effort. This does not mean 

every personal promise will be fulfilled in this life. It does mean that God's character is 

consistent: He is faithful to His covenant, and He accomplishes His purposes in His own 

time. The question for us is whether we will trust Him in the waiting. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on a time of waiting in your own life. What did you learn about yourself? What 

did you learn about God? Write a paragraph that honestly captures both the struggle 

and any growth you experienced. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How can you trust God's faithfulness when His timeline does not match 

your expectations? 

PRAYER 

God, You are faithful, and Your timing is purposeful. When I grow impatient, remind me 

that You are not slow, You are sovereign. Teach me to trust You in the waiting. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: God is faithful to His promises. His timing is purposeful, even when I 

do not understand it. 
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DAY 

06 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2026 

God's Most Valuable Treasure 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Exodus 19:1-6 

MEMORY VERSE  "You shall be a special treasure to Me above all people." -Exodus 19:5 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Identity is a central question in adolescence. Who tells you who you are? What voices 

do you trust? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Exodus 19:1-6 records a pivotal moment in Israel's history. God has delivered His people 

from slavery and is now forming them into a nation. He declares: "You shall be a special 

treasure to Me above all people." The Hebrew word segullah refers to a personal treasure, 

something kept close, something valued, something that belongs to its owner. This is 

remarkable because the Israelites are not a powerful nation. They are former slaves 

wandering in the desert. They have no cultural achievements, no military might, no 

economic advantage. Yet God calls them His treasure. The basis of their value is not their 

merit. It is God's choice. He says, "I have chosen you not because you were more 

numerous than any other people, but because I love you" (Deuteronomy 7:7-8). This is the 

gospel in seed form. Your value is not determined by your performance, your popularity, 

your grades, or your social media metrics. It is determined by God's decision to love you 

and call you His own. Through Jesus, this identity is extended to everyone who trusts in 

Him. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on the voices that shape your sense of identity. Write down two or three of the 

loudest ones. Then write a sentence about how God's declaration "You are My 

treasure" compares to each of them. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How would your life change if you found your identity primarily in being 

God's treasure rather than in your accomplishments or others' opinions? 

PRAYER: God, You call me Your special treasure, not because of what I do, but because of 

who You are. Silence the voices that tell me I am not enough, and teach me to rest in 

Your love. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am God's special treasure. My identity is rooted in His love, not my 

performance. 
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DAY 

07 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2026 

The God Who Knows Your Name 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Isaiah 43:1-7 

MEMORY VERSE  "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; you are 

Mine." -Isaiah 43:1 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

In a world of mass communication and anonymous scrolling, what does it mean to be 

known personally by God? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Isaiah 43:1-7 is a passage of extraordinary intimacy. God speaks to His people not as a 

distant deity but as a personal redeemer: "I have called you by your name; you are Mine." 

In the ancient world, a name represented a person's identity, character, and destiny. To be 

called by name is to be known fully. This passage is set in the context of Israel's exile and 

restoration. The people have experienced judgment and displacement. They may feel 

forgotten by God. But God reassures them: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you." Notice 

the basis of this assurance. It is not Israel's faithfulness. It is God's covenant commitment. 

He says, "You are Mine" not because they have earned it but because He has chosen them. 

For followers of Jesus, this identity is confirmed in the New Testament. Jesus says, "I know 

My sheep, and I am known by My own" (John 10:14). The Good Shepherd knows each 

sheep by name. This is the God who knows you, not as a statistic or a data point, but as a 

beloved child. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Write a letter to God reflecting on what it means to you that He knows you personally. 

Include both your gratitude and any doubts or fears you have about being fully known. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How does being fully known by God, including your failures and 

weaknesses, become a source of comfort rather than fear? 

PRAYER 

God, You know me completely and still call me Your own. Thank You that my identity is 

not in how others see me but in how You see me. Teach me to live as Your beloved 

child. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: God knows me completely and calls me His own. I am fully known 

and fully loved. 
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WEEK TWO 

 ISAAC, THE CHILD OF PROMISE 

DAYS 8-14 

A baby is born against all odds. We learn what it means to be 

children of promise, not children of effort. Grace, not performance. 
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DAY 

08 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2026 

Two Sons, Two Ways 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Genesis 16:1-16; 17:18-21 

MEMORY VERSE  "Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; I will 

establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant." -Genesis 17:19 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Paul uses the story of Hagar and Sarah as an allegory. What is he trying to 

communicate, and how do we handle this text responsibly? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Genesis 16 and 17 tell the story of two sons: Ishmael, born to Hagar through human 

planning, and Isaac, born to Sarah through divine promise. Paul uses this narrative in 

Galatians 4:21-31 to illustrate two covenants: the covenant of law (represented by Hagar) 

and the covenant of promise (represented by Sarah). His point is theological, not ethnic: 

believers are not slaves trying to earn their salvation but children born of promise. It is 

important to handle this text carefully. Paul is not saying that Hagar and Ishmael were bad 

people or that God rejected them. In Genesis, God explicitly cares for Hagar and promises 

to bless Ishmael (Genesis 21:13, 17-20). The contrast Paul draws is between two ways of 

relating to God, through human effort or through divine promise, not between two 

categories of people. This means the application for us is about identity and grace. When 

we try to secure our standing with God through our own efforts, we are living like Ishmael. 

When we rest in God's promise through Christ, we are living like Isaac. The gospel calls us 

to stop striving and start trusting. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on a time when you tried to earn God's approval. What did it feel like? Then 

reflect on what it means to rest in His grace. Write a paragraph describing the 

difference. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How do you know when you are living from grace versus living for approval? 

What practices help you return to grace? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You that I am not a slave trying to earn Your love. I am Your child, born of 

promise. Teach me to live from grace, not for approval. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am a child of promise. I live from grace, not for approval. 
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DAY 

09 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2026 

The God Who Does the Impossible 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Romans 4:16-25 

MEMORY VERSE  "Being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to 

perform." -Romans 4:21 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Abraham's faith is described as being "fully convinced." What does that look like in the 

face of real doubt and waiting? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Romans 4:16-25 provides Paul's theological interpretation of Abraham's faith. Abraham 

faced circumstances that made the promise seem impossible: his own age and Sarah's 

barrenness. Yet Paul says he "did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief." 

Instead, he was "strengthened in faith" and "fully convinced that what He had promised He 

was also able to perform." This does not mean Abraham was a model of perfect, doubt-

free faith. Genesis records his laughter, his moments of weakness, his attempts to fulfill 

the promise through Hagar. Paul is not sanitizing the story. He is identifying the 

fundamental orientation of Abraham's life: he kept returning to trust. Faith is not the 

absence of doubt. It is the decision to anchor yourself in God's character despite your 

doubts. Abraham's confidence was not in his ability to believe hard enough. It was in God's 

ability to do what He promised. The object of faith matters more than the strength of faith. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Write about a time you struggled to believe God was able to do something. What 

helped you return to trust? What practices or people helped you re-anchor your faith? 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How do you distinguish between genuine faith and wishful thinking? What grounds your 

confidence in God's promises? 

PRAYER 

God, I believe You are able, even when my circumstances suggest otherwise. Help me 

anchor my faith in Your character, not in my ability to believe. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

My faith rests in God's ability, not in the strength of my belief. 
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DAY 

10 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2026 

The Free Kid and the Slave Kid 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Galatians 4:21-31 

MEMORY VERSE  "Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are children of promise." -Galatians 4:28 

(NKJV) 

START HERE 

Paul uses an allegory to contrast law and grace. What does it mean to live as a child of 

promise rather than a slave? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Galatians 4:21-31 is one of Paul's most complex arguments. He uses the story of Abraham, 

Sarah, Hagar, Isaac, and Ishmael as an allegory for two covenants. Hagar represents the 

covenant of law given at Mount Sinai, a system of earning righteousness through 

obedience. Sarah represents the covenant of promise, a system of receiving righteousness 

through faith. Paul's conclusion is liberating: "We are not children of the bondwoman but 

of the free" (v. 31). Believers are not slaves trying to earn their standing before God. They 

are children born of promise, heirs of the free woman. This does not mean obedience is 

unimportant. It means obedience flows from identity, not toward it. We obey because we 

are children, not in order to become children. We pursue holiness because we are loved, 

not in order to be loved. The practical implication is enormous. When you fail, and you will, 

your standing before God does not change. You are still His child. When you succeed, you 

do not become more His child. Your identity is secure in Christ. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on how you typically respond to failure. Do you spiral into shame, try harder, or 

run to God? Write about how the truth of being a "child of promise" changes your 

response to failure. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How do you practically live out the reality that you are a child of promise, not a slave? 

What would change in your daily life? 

PRAYER 

Father, thank You that I am not a slave but a child. Free me from the need to earn Your 

love. Teach me to live from the security of being Your child. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am a child of promise. My identity is secure in Christ. 
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DAY 

11 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2026 

Sarah's Secret Strength 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Hebrews 11:11-12 

MEMORY VERSE  "She judged Him faithful who had promised." -Hebrews 11:11 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Sarah's faith was imperfect, she laughed at the promise. Yet Hebrews commends her 

faith. What does this teach us about how God views our faith? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Hebrews 11:11-12 commends Sarah's faith: "By faith Sarah herself also received strength 

to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him 

faithful who had promised." This is remarkable because the Genesis account shows Sarah 

laughing in disbelief when she first heard the promise (Genesis 18:12). Her faith was not 

immediate or perfect. It developed over time. What Hebrews highlights is not the quality 

of Sarah's faith but the object of her faith: she "judged Him faithful." This distinction is 

crucial. Faith is not a superpower. It is not a technique for manipulating outcomes. It is a 

decision to trust God's character. Sarah's strength came not from the intensity of her belief 

but from the reliability of the One she believed. The application is freeing: you do not need 

perfect faith to receive God's strength. You need to trust a faithful God. Your doubts do not 

disqualify you. Your questions do not disqualify you. What matters is where you direct your 

trust. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Write honestly about a time your faith was weak or doubtful. Then write about what 

helped you keep trusting God despite those doubts. What does this reveal about God's 

faithfulness? 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does understanding faith as trust in God's character (rather than confidence in your 

own belief) change how you approach seasons of doubt? 

PRAYER 

God, I trust You because You are faithful, not because my faith is strong. Thank You 

that my doubts do not disqualify me from Your promises. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: My faith rests in God's faithfulness, not in my own strength. 
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DAY 

12 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2026 

God's New Heart Promise 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Ezekiel 36:24-28 

MEMORY VERSE  "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you." -Ezekiel 36:26 

(NKJV) 

START HERE 

What does it mean to have a "heart of stone"? How does spiritual hardness develop, 

and how does God heal it? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Ezekiel 36:24-28 is a pivotal passage in the Old Testament. God promises to restore His 

people, not just externally but internally. He says, "I will give you a new heart and put a 

new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of 

flesh." The "heart" in Hebrew thought is the center of the will, intellect, and emotions. A 

heart of stone is one that has become unresponsive to God, hardened by sin, hurt, or 

repeated resistance to His voice. A heart of flesh is one that is alive, responsive, and 

capable of relationship with God. Notice that God does not ask His people to soften their 

own hearts. He promises to do it. This is a work of divine grace. God also promises to put 

His Spirit within them, indicating that this transformation is not merely moral improvement 

but spiritual regeneration. This promise is fulfilled in the New Covenant established by 

Jesus. Through His death and resurrection, the Holy Spirit is given to all who believe, and 

the work of heart transformation begins. Sanctification, becoming more like Christ, is the 

outworking of this new heart. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on areas where your heart feels hard or unresponsive to God. Write about 

what may have contributed to that hardness. Then write a prayer inviting God to do 

His surgery, to give you a heart of flesh. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How do you cooperate with God's work of heart transformation? What 

spiritual practices help keep your heart soft? 

PRAYER: God, You promised to give me a new heart and a new spirit. I invite You to do 

that work in me. Take out the stone. Make me alive to You. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: God is giving me a new heart and a new spirit. He is transforming 

me from the inside out. 
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DAY 

13 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2026 

The Promise Written on Your Heart 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Jeremiah 31:31-34 

MEMORY VERSE  "I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be My people." -Jeremiah 31:33 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

The new covenant promises internal transformation, not just external conformity. 

What does that mean for how you live out your faith? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 is a foundational passage for understanding the New Covenant. God 

promises a radical shift: instead of laws written on stone, His law will be written on hearts. 

Instead of external conformity, there will be internal transformation. This promise 

addresses a fundamental problem: the human heart is naturally resistant to God. External 

rules can modify behavior, but they cannot change the heart. The New Covenant promises 

something deeper, a work of God's Spirit that transforms desires, not just actions. The 

promise includes three elements: (1) internal transformation ("I will put My law in their 

minds, and write it on their hearts"), (2) relational intimacy ("I will be their God, and they 

shall be My people"), and (3) complete forgiveness ("I will forgive their iniquity, and their 

sin I will remember no more"). This covenant is inaugurated by Jesus and applied by the 

Holy Spirit. When you trust in Christ, the Spirit begins the work of writing God's truth on 

your heart. This is not instant perfection but progressive transformation. Sanctification is 

the outworking of the new heart. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on how your faith has moved from external conformity to internal 

transformation. Where have you seen God change your desires, not just your 

behavior? Write about one area where you long for deeper heart change. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How do you distinguish between external religion and internal 

transformation? What evidence of the Spirit's work do you see in your life? 

PRAYER: God, thank You for the New Covenant. Write Your truth on my heart. Transform 

my desires so that I love what You love. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: God is writing His truth on my heart. He is transforming me from the 

inside out. 
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DAY 

14 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2026 

From "Not My People" to "My People" 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Hosea 2:18-23 

MEMORY VERSE  "I will say to those who were not My people, 'You are My people!'" -Hosea 

2:23 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Hosea's prophecy is about restoration and belonging. What does it mean to be called 

"My people" by God? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Hosea 2:18-23 is a passage of restoration. After describing Israel's unfaithfulness, God 

promises to renew His covenant and restore His people. The climax is striking: "I will say to 

those who were not My people, 'You are My people!'" This is a declaration of grace. Israel 

had broken the covenant. They deserved rejection. But God says, "You are My people." The 

basis of belonging is not Israel's faithfulness but God's covenant love. The New Testament 

applies this promise to the inclusion of Gentiles. Paul quotes Hosea in Romans 9:25-26 and 

1 Peter 2:10 to show that those who were once "not a people" are now "the people of 

God." Through Jesus, the door is thrown wide open. This means your identity is not defined 

by your past, your failures, or your background. It is defined by God's call. He says, "You are 

Mine." And that declaration is irrevocable. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on how your sense of belonging has been shaped by your family, community, 

or past experiences. Write about how God's declaration "You are My people" 

challenges or changes that narrative. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does being called "My people" by God affect how you relate to others who feel like 

outsiders? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You that You call me Your own. My belonging is not based on my 

performance but on Your grace. Help me live as Your people. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am God's people. My belonging is rooted in His grace, not my 

performance. 
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WEEK THREE 

 THE PROMISE POINTS TO JESUS 

DAYS 15-21 

The promise to Abraham finds its fulfillment in Jesus, the ultimate 

Seed. We learn about adoption, grace, and what it means to be 

born again. 
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DAY 

15 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2026 

The Seed the Whole World Was Waiting For 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Galatians 3:15-16 

MEMORY VERSE  "And to your Seed, who is Christ." -Galatians 3:16 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Paul's argument in Galatians hinges on a grammatical detail. Why does this matter for 

understanding the Bible's unity? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Galatians 3:15-16 contains a crucial interpretive principle. Paul argues that God's promise 

to Abraham, "In your seed, all nations will be blessed", uses the singular "seed," not the 

plural "seeds." This means the promise ultimately points to one person: Jesus. This is not 

exegetical nitpicking. It is a fundamental claim about the unity of Scripture. The Old 

Testament is not a collection of disconnected stories. It is a single narrative of God's 

redemptive plan, culminating in Christ. Every promise, every covenant, every type and 

shadow finds its fulfillment in Him. Jesus Himself made this claim: "You search the 

Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of 

Me" (John 5:39). And on the road to Emmaus, He explained how all the Scriptures pointed 

to Him (Luke 24:27). This means we read the Old Testament not as a standalone text but as 

preparation for the gospel. It also means we read the New Testament not as a replacement 

but as fulfillment. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Choose one Old Testament passage and reflect on how it points to Jesus. Write a 

paragraph explaining the connection. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How does understanding the Bible as a unified story centered on Christ 

change how you read and interpret it? 

PRAYER 

Jesus, You are the center of all Scripture. Open my eyes to see You in every part of Your 

Word. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

Jesus is the fulfillment of every promise. All of Scripture points to Him. 
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DAY 

16 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2026 

Every Promise Says Yes 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  2 Corinthians 1:18-22 

MEMORY VERSE  "All the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen." -2 Corinthians 1:20 

(NKJV) 

START HERE 

The phrase "Yes and Amen" is a double confirmation. What does it mean that God's 

promises are guaranteed in Christ? 

READ AND REFLECT 

2 Corinthians 1:18-22 is a passage about reliability, God's reliability and Paul's. Paul 

declares that God's promises are not "Yes and No" but "Yes and Amen" in Christ. The word 

"Amen" is a liturgical term meaning "so be it" or "truly." It is a word of confirmation and 

certainty. When God makes a promise, it is not contingent or conditional. It is guaranteed 

by His character and secured by Christ's work. This passage also mentions the Holy Spirit as 

a "guarantee" or "seal" of our inheritance (v. 22). The Greek word is arrabon, which means 

a down payment or pledge. The Spirit is God's guarantee that He will complete what He 

started. This means your assurance is not based on your feelings or your performance. It is 

based on God's promise and Christ's finished work. He says Yes, and the Spirit confirms it. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on a time you doubted God's promises. What helped you return to confidence 

in Him? Write a paragraph about how the Spirit functions as a guarantee of God's 

promises in your life. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does the "Yes and Amen" of God's promises change how you pray and how you live? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You that Your promises are certain and secure in Christ. The Holy Spirit is 

Your guarantee. Help me live with confidence in Your faithfulness. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

Every promise of God is Yes and Amen in Jesus. The Spirit is my 

guarantee. 



 
THE CHILD OF PROMISE TEEN EDITION 

 

 

AKINKUNMI EMMANUEL AKINBOADE  •  OCTOBER 2026 PAGE 30 

 

DAY 

17 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2026 

Born All Over Again 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  John 1:9-13 

MEMORY VERSE  "As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 

God." -John 1:12 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

"Born again" is a phrase that has become clichéd in some circles. What does it actually 

mean, and why is it essential? 

READ AND REFLECT 

John 1:9-13 is a profound passage about identity and belonging. John tells us that those 

who receive Jesus are given "the right to become children of God." This is not a natural 

right. It is a supernatural gift. John clarifies the nature of this birth: "not of blood, nor of 

the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." This means your status as God's 

child is not determined by your lineage, your efforts, or anyone else's decision. It is 

determined by God's work. This is what Jesus meant when He told Nicodemus, "You must 

be born again" (John 3:3). The new birth is not a metaphor for self-improvement. It is a 

radical work of the Holy Spirit that gives spiritual life to those who are spiritually dead. It is 

the foundation of the Christian life. Without the new birth, you cannot see the kingdom of 

God. With it, you are given a new identity, a new family, and a new destiny. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on your own experience of the new birth. If you have trusted in Christ, write 

about how your identity has changed. If you have not, write about what is holding you 

back from receiving Him. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does understanding the new birth as a work of God (not a human achievement) affect 

how you view your relationship with Him? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You for the new birth. Thank You for making me Your child. I could not do it 

myself. You did it. Teach me to live as Your child. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

I am born of God. I am His child, not by my effort but by His grace. 
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DAY 

18 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2026 

The Gift You Cannot Earn 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Romans 3:21-26 

MEMORY VERSE  "Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus." -Romans 3:24 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Justification by grace is the cornerstone of the Protestant Reformation. What does it 

actually mean, and why does it matter? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Romans 3:21-26 is one of the most important passages in the New Testament. Paul argues 

that all humanity is under sin and cannot earn God's approval. But God has provided a 

solution: justification by grace through faith in Jesus. The key terms are crucial. "Justified" 

means declared righteous, not made righteous, but counted as righteous. "Freely" means 

without cost to the one who receives it. "Grace" means unmerited favor. "Redemption" 

means being bought back from slavery. "Propitiation" means satisfying God's just wrath 

against sin. This means your standing before God is not based on your performance. It is 

based on Christ's finished work. He lived the life you should have lived, died the death you 

deserved, and rose again for your justification. This is liberating because it means you do 

not have to perform to be accepted. You are accepted because of what Jesus did. And that 

acceptance is irrevocable. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on how the doctrine of justification by grace has shaped your understanding of 

God and yourself. Write about how it affects your daily life, your failures, your fears, 

your identity. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does understanding justification as a legal declaration (not a moral transformation) 

affect how you relate to God on your worst days? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You for justifying me freely by Your grace. I did not earn it and I cannot lose 

it. Help me live from this truth. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am justified freely by God's grace. It is a gift, not a reward. 
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DAY 

19 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2026 

Adopted! 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Romans 8:12-17 

MEMORY VERSE  "You received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, 'Abba, Father.'" -

Romans 8:15 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Adoption is a legal declaration that changes a person's identity. How does this 

metaphor illuminate our relationship with God? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Romans 8:12-17 uses the metaphor of adoption to describe the believer's new identity. In 

the Roman world, adoption was a legal procedure that transferred a person from one 

family to another, giving them all the rights and privileges of a natural-born child. The 

adopted person received a new name, a new inheritance, and a new status. Paul applies 

this metaphor to our relationship with God. Through Christ, we are adopted into God's 

family. We receive a new identity, children of God. We receive a new inheritance, joint 

heirs with Christ. And we receive a new intimacy, the ability to call God "Abba, Father." 

This is not a metaphor for a vague spiritual connection. It is a legal declaration. God has 

formally and permanently made you His child. Your status is not contingent on your 

performance. It is secured by Christ's work. The practical implications are enormous. When 

you fail, you are still God's child. When you doubt, you are still God's child. When you feel 

unworthy, you are still God's child. Your identity is fixed. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on how the doctrine of adoption affects your sense of identity and security. 

Write about how it changes your relationship with God and your approach to prayer. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does knowing you are legally adopted into God's family change how you face failure, 

rejection, or loneliness? 

PRAYER 

Father, thank You for adopting me into Your family. My identity is secure in You. Teach 

me to live as Your child. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am adopted into God's family. My identity is secure in Christ. 
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DAY 

20 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2026 

Abba, Father 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Galatians 4:1-7 

MEMORY VERSE  "You are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through 

Christ." -Galatians 4:7 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

The Aramaic word "Abba" is intimate and familial. Why is this significant for our 

understanding of prayer? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Galatians 4:1-7 uses the metaphor of sonship to describe the believer's relationship with 

God. Paul argues that before Christ, we were like slaves, under the law, trying to earn our 

standing. But God sent His Son to redeem us and adopt us. Now we are sons and 

daughters, and the Holy Spirit confirms this by crying out "Abba, Father" in our hearts. The 

word "Abba" is significant. It is an Aramaic term of intimate address, similar to "Daddy" or 

"Papa." It was not the formal word for "father" but the affectionate word a child would 

use. Jesus Himself used this word in prayer (Mark 14:36), and Paul uses it twice to describe 

the believer's relationship with God (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:6). This means prayer is not 

a formal religious exercise. It is a conversation with your Father. You do not have to 

impress Him or earn His attention. You come as a child, with all your needs, fears, and joys. 

And because you are a child, you are also an heir. You have a future. You have an 

inheritance. Your standing is secure. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on how you approach prayer. Do you come to God as a slave or as a child? 

Write about how the truth of adoption changes your prayer life. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does understanding God as "Abba, Father" affect how you handle fear, anxiety, and 

uncertainty? 

PRAYER 

Abba, Father, thank You that I am Your child. Thank You that I can come to You with 

confidence. Teach me to pray like a son or daughter. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am a child of God, not a slave. I can call Him Abba, Father. 
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DAY 

21 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2026 

Abraham's Family Tree Includes You 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Galatians 3:26-29 

MEMORY VERSE  "If you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 

promise." -Galatians 3:29 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Paul's argument in Galatians is about inclusion. What does it mean that believers are 

"Abraham's seed"? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Galatians 3:26-29 is a pivotal passage about identity and inclusion. Paul argues that 

through faith in Christ, believers become "sons of God" and "Abraham's seed." This means 

they are included in the covenant promises made to Abraham. The context of this passage 

is a debate about whether Gentiles needed to follow the Jewish law to be part of God's 

family. Paul's answer is emphatic: no. Faith in Christ is the only requirement. Through faith, 

Gentiles are grafted into Abraham's family and become heirs of the promise. Paul also 

makes a radical statement about equality: "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus." This 

does not erase distinctives but it does erase hierarchy when it comes to standing before 

God. Everyone who is in Christ is an heir. This means your identity is not determined by 

your ethnicity, your social status, or your gender. It is determined by your union with 

Christ. You are Abraham's seed. You are an heir of the promise. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on how your background has shaped your sense of identity. Write about how 

being "in Christ" redefines that identity. What does it mean to be an heir of God's 

promise? 

THINK ABOUT IT: How does the truth of being Abraham's seed affect how you relate to 

people from different backgrounds? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You that I am in Your family through faith in Christ. Thank You that I am an 

heir of the promise. Help me live as Your child. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am Abraham's seed. I am an heir of the promise. My identity is in 

Christ. 
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WEEK FOUR 

 WHAT A GLORIOUS CHILD LOOKS 

LIKE 

DAYS 22-27 

We learn what it means to reflect God’s character, to be 

transformed from glory to glory, to carry treasure in clay jars, and 

to bear the fruit of the Spirit. 
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DAY 

22 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2026 

What Glory Really Means 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Exodus 33:12-23 

MEMORY VERSE  "I will make all My goodness pass before you." -Exodus 33:19 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Moses asked to see God's glory, and God revealed His goodness. What does this reveal 

about the nature of glory? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Exodus 33:12-23 is a profound passage about the character of God. Moses asks to see 

God's glory, and God responds by promising to make "all My goodness pass before" him. 

This identifies God's glory with His moral character, His goodness, mercy, grace, patience, 

and faithfulness. This is a crucial theological insight. In the ancient world, glory was often 

associated with power, wealth, and military might. But God's glory is different. It is 

revealed in His goodness. When Moses encounters God's glory, he encounters God's 

character. This has implications for how we understand our own calling as God's children. 

We are not called to be impressive. We are called to be like God, to reflect His character. 

The fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control) is the outworking of God's glory in us. This means that true glory is 

not about fame or power. It is about character. It is about becoming the kind of person 

who reflects God's goodness in everyday life. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on what it means to display God's glory through your character. Write about 

one area where you want God to make His goodness more visible in your life. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does understanding glory as character (rather than power or fame) change your 

ambitions and priorities? 

PRAYER 

God, let Your goodness show through me. Shape my character to reflect Your glory. 

Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

God's glory is His goodness, and He is making it visible in me. 



 
THE CHILD OF PROMISE TEEN EDITION 

 

 

AKINKUNMI EMMANUEL AKINBOADE  •  OCTOBER 2026 PAGE 37 

 

DAY 

23 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2026 

Jesus Is the Picture 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Colossians 1:15-20 

MEMORY VERSE  "He is the image of the invisible God." -Colossians 1:15 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Jesus is described as "the image of the invisible God." What does this mean for our 

understanding of God and our own transformation? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Colossians 1:15-20 is one of the most exalted passages about Christ in the New Testament. 

Paul describes Jesus as "the image of the invisible God", the perfect and exact 

representation of God's nature. This means that if you want to know what God is like, you 

look at Jesus. This is not just a theological abstraction. It has profound implications for how 

we understand God and ourselves. Jesus reveals that God is not a distant, angry deity. He is 

a loving Father who cares for the broken, forgives the repentant, and welcomes the 

outcast. Paul also says that Jesus is the "firstborn over all creation" and the head of the 

church. This means He is preeminent in everything. And it means that our transformation is 

about becoming like Him. We are being conformed to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29). 

This is the goal of the Christian life: to look more like Jesus. Not to be impressive, but to 

reflect His character. Not to earn God's love, but to live from it. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on how your image of God has been shaped by your experiences and by 

Scripture. Write about how Jesus corrects and completes that image. What does it 

mean to be transformed into His likeness? 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does looking at Jesus affect how you view God, yourself, and others? 

PRAYER 

Jesus, You are the image of the invisible God. Show me what God is like. Transform me 

into Your likeness. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

Jesus shows me what God is like. I am being transformed into His image. 
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DAY 

24 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2026 

From Glory to Glory 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  2 Corinthians 3:12-18 

MEMORY VERSE  "We all... are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory." -2 

Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Sanctification is often described as progressive. What does "from glory to glory" teach 

us about spiritual growth? 

READ AND REFLECT 

2 Corinthians 3:12-18 contrasts the old covenant with the new. Under the old covenant, 

Moses veiled his face because the glory was fading. Under the new covenant, we behold 

God's glory with unveiled faces and are transformed into His image "from glory to glory." 

This phrase describes the process of sanctification, the progressive work of the Holy Spirit 

in making us more like Christ. It is not instantaneous. It is not perfection in this life. It is 

growth. Step by step, glory to glory. The key is "beholding." As we fix our eyes on Jesus, we 

are transformed. This is not a passive process, we are called to pursue Him through 

Scripture, prayer, worship, and community. But it is ultimately the Spirit's work. We cannot 

transform ourselves. This means you can be patient with yourself. You can be patient with 

others. Growth takes time. But the trajectory is clear: we are becoming more like Jesus. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on your spiritual journey. Where have you seen growth? Where do you long for 

more? Write about how the promise of "from glory to glory" gives you hope. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How do you balance the call to pursue holiness with the patience required for slow 

growth? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You for the work of Your Spirit in my life. Transform me from glory to glory. 

Give me patience with the process and hope for the future. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

I am being transformed from glory to glory. God is not finished with me. 
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DAY 

25 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2026 

Treasure in a Clay Jar 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  2 Corinthians 4:1-12 

MEMORY VERSE  "We have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power 

may be of God and not of us." -2 Corinthians 4:7 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Paul uses the metaphor of clay jars to describe believers. What does this reveal about 

God's power and our weakness? 

READ AND REFLECT 

2 Corinthians 4:1-12 is a passage about weakness and power. Paul describes believers as 

"earthen vessels", clay jars, that carry a treasure. The treasure is the knowledge of God's 

glory in Christ. The clay jar is our ordinary, fragile humanity. Why would God choose to put 

treasure in clay jars? Paul answers: "that the excellence of the power may be of God and 

not of us." If God used strong, impressive vessels, people might credit the vessel. But when 

God uses weak, ordinary jars, the power is clearly His. This means your weaknesses are not 

obstacles to God's work. They are the very places where His power is displayed. Paul goes 

on to describe the hardships he faces, affliction, perplexity, persecution, being struck 

down. But he says he is not crushed, not in despair, not forsaken, not destroyed. The 

treasure sustains him. This is a paradigm shift. We tend to hide our weaknesses and 

present our strengths. But God's way is different. He uses weakness to display His power. 

He uses brokenness to shine His light. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on a weakness or struggle you typically hide. Write about how God might use 

that weakness to display His power. What would it look like to be honest about your 

weakness and trust God to work through it? 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does understanding yourself as a "clay jar" change how you view success, failure, and 

weakness? 

PRAYER: God, I am a clay jar carrying Your treasure. Use my weakness to display Your 

power. Let Your light shine through my cracks. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am a clay jar carrying God's treasure. His power is displayed in my 

weakness. 
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DAY 

26 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2026 

The Fruit the Spirit Grows 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Galatians 5:16-26 

MEMORY VERSE  "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." -Galatians 5:22-23 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

The "fruit of the Spirit" is often contrasted with the "works of the flesh." What is the 

significance of this distinction? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Galatians 5:16-26 presents a fundamental contrast between two ways of living: according 

to the flesh and according to the Spirit. The "works of the flesh" are the result of human 

effort and fallen nature. The "fruit of the Spirit" is the result of the Spirit's work in a 

surrendered life. The metaphor of fruit is intentional. Fruit is organic, not mechanical. It 

grows over time. It is the natural product of a healthy tree. You do not produce fruit by 

striving. You produce it by abiding. This means sanctification is not primarily about trying 

harder. It is about staying connected to Christ. As you remain in Him, through Scripture, 

prayer, worship, and community, the Spirit produces His fruit in you. The list of fruit is not 

a checklist. It is a description of the character of Christ. Love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. This is what Jesus is like. And this 

is what the Spirit is forming in us. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Reflect on one fruit of the Spirit that is growing in your life and one that is lacking. 

Write about what it looks like to abide in Christ in both areas. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How does the metaphor of "fruit" challenge a performance-based approach 

to the Christian life? 

PRAYER 

Holy Spirit, grow Your fruit in me. Help me abide in Christ so that Your character is 

formed in me. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

The Holy Spirit is growing good fruit in my life. I abide in Christ, and He 

produces the fruit. 
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DAY 

27 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2026 

Set Apart, Not Perfect 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  1 Peter 1:13-21 

MEMORY VERSE  "Be holy, for I am holy." -1 Peter 1:16 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

The biblical concept of holiness is often misunderstood. What does it actually mean to 

be holy? 

READ AND REFLECT 

1 Peter 1:13-21 calls believers to holiness: "Be holy, for I am holy." The Greek word for holy 

(hagios) means "set apart" or "dedicated to God." It does not primarily mean moral 

perfection. It means being consecrated for God's purposes. This distinction is crucial. If 

holiness means perfection, we will inevitably despair. But if holiness means being set apart, 

dedicated to God, then it is about orientation and direction, not flawless performance. We 

are called to live as people who belong to God, not to the world. Peter grounds this call in 

the gospel. We were redeemed "with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot." Our holiness is a response to God's grace, not a way to earn it. 

We are set apart because we have been bought with a price. This means holiness is not 

about legalism or rule-keeping. It is about living in light of who we are. We are God's 

people. We are set apart. Our lives should reflect that reality. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Identify one area where holiness has become confused with either perfectionism or 

rule-keeping. Write what it would look like to live as someone set apart for God in that 

area, grounded in grace rather than fear. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does grounding holiness in redemption change the way you respond to failure and 

temptation? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You for redeeming me through the precious blood of Christ. Set my heart 

and choices apart for You. Help me pursue holiness as a response to Your grace, not as 

a way to earn Your love. Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am set apart for God. His grace is shaping the direction of my life. 
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WEEK FIVE 

 ALREADY, BUT NOT YET 

DAYS 28-31 

We are God’s children now. One day, we will be completely like 

Jesus. We live with hope while we wait for God to make all things 

new. 
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DAY 

28 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2026 

Children of God Right 

Now 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  1 John 3:1-3 

MEMORY VERSE  “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what 

we shall be.” -1 John 3:2 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

What changes when you view spiritual growth as living from a secure identity rather 

than working to earn one? 

READ AND REFLECT 

First John 3:2 captures the tension of Christian identity: “Now we are children of God,” yet 

what we will be has not been fully revealed. Adoption is already true; complete 

transformation is still ahead. 

This protects us from two errors. The first is insecurity, as if every failure removes us from 

God’s family. The second is complacency, as if belonging to God has no effect on how we 

live. John rejects both. We are secure enough to face the truth about ourselves and 

hopeful enough to keep changing. 

Our future is connected to seeing Christ. When He is revealed, we will be like Him. 

Christian hope is therefore not vague optimism. It is confidence that God will complete the 

work of conforming His children to the image of His Son. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Journal in two columns: “Already true in Christ” and “Not yet complete in me.” Write a 

prayer that refuses both shame and complacency. 

THINK ABOUT IT: How does the promise of becoming like Christ reshape the way you 

understand your present struggles? 

PRAYER 

Father, ground me in the identity You have given me and keep transforming me into 

the likeness of Christ. Guard me from shame, pride, and complacency as I wait in hope. 

Amen. 

 

SAY IT: I am God’s child now, and He is forming me into the likeness of 

Christ. 
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DAY 

29 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2026 

Creation Is Waiting with Hope 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Romans 8:18-25 

MEMORY VERSE  “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of 

the sons of God.” -Romans 8:19 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

How can Christians acknowledge the depth of suffering without surrendering to 

cynicism or offering shallow answers? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Romans 8 presents creation as subjected to futility yet waiting in hope. The gospel does 

not minimize material suffering or reduce salvation to escaping the world. Bodies matter. 

Creation matters. God’s promised redemption reaches both. 

Paul describes a shared groaning: creation groans, believers groan, and later the Spirit 

intercedes within our weakness. Groaning is not the opposite of faith. It is the language of 

people who know that the present world is not what it should be and trust that God has 

promised renewal. 

This hope creates resilient engagement. We do not have to fix everything by our own 

strength, and we are not free to ignore what is broken. We participate in signs of God’s 

coming restoration while waiting patiently for what only He can complete. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Name one form of brokenness that tempts you toward cynicism. Write a response that 

includes lament, one faithful action, and one reason for hope. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

How does the promised redemption of creation challenge both escapism and the belief 

that human effort alone can save the world? 

PRAYER 

God, teach me to groan honestly, serve faithfully, and hope patiently. Keep me from 

denial, cynicism, and self-sufficiency as I wait for Your renewal. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

I can face what is broken because God has promised restoration. 



 
THE CHILD OF PROMISE TEEN EDITION 

 

 

AKINKUNMI EMMANUEL AKINBOADE  •  OCTOBER 2026 PAGE 45 

 

DAY 

30 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2026 

God Will Finish What He Started 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Philippians 1:3-6 

MEMORY VERSE  “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus 

Christ.” -Philippians 1:6 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

Where are you tempted to interpret unfinished growth as failure, either yours or 

God’s? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Philippians 1:6 is not confidence in human potential. It is confidence in divine faithfulness. 

God initiated the Philippians’ participation in the gospel, and Paul trusts Him to carry that 

work toward completion. 

Sanctification includes effort, but it is not self-salvation. We respond to grace through 

repentance, discipline, community, and obedience, while recognising that God is the One 

at work within us. This produces neither passivity nor panic. It produces patient 

perseverance. 

Your unfinished places are real, and they should not be excused. But they do not have to 

become a final verdict on your life. In Christ, failure can become a place of confession, 

learning, and renewed dependence. God’s commitment is stronger than your 

inconsistency. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Review the month in writing. Identify one area of genuine growth, one unfinished 

struggle, and one concrete practice that will help you cooperate with God’s work. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

What is the difference between cooperating with God’s transforming work and trying to 

prove yourself through religious performance? 

PRAYER 

God, thank You for beginning and sustaining Your work in me. Give me honest 

repentance, patient endurance, and confidence rooted in Your faithfulness. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

My growth is unfinished, but God’s faithfulness is not. 
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DAY 

31 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2026 

The Day Everything Becomes New 

TODAY’S BIBLE READING  Revelation 21:1-7 

MEMORY VERSE  “Behold, I make all things new.” -Revelation 21:5 (NKJV) 

START HERE 

How does the vision of Revelation 21 correct both hopelessness about the world and 

shallow ideas about the Christian future? 

READ AND REFLECT 

Revelation 21 presents the goal of redemption: a new heaven and a new earth, the holy 

city, and God dwelling with humanity. The promise that began with Abraham reaches 

beyond one family and gathers a people into the presence of God. 

The vision is deeply physical and relational. Tears are wiped away. Death is defeated. Pain 

ends. God does not abandon creation; He renews it. Christian hope is therefore not denial 

or escape. It is confidence that the crucified and risen Christ will bring history to God’s 

intended end. 

This future creates present responsibility. Because God will make all things new, our acts of 

justice, mercy, holiness, reconciliation, and witness are not meaningless. They anticipate 

the kingdom we cannot produce but are called to embody. We wait, but we do not wait 

passively. 

YOUR RESPONSE 

Write a one-paragraph rule of life for the next month. Name how God’s promised 

future will shape your worship, relationships, choices, and service. 

THINK ABOUT IT 

What would change if you treated Christian hope not merely as comfort about the future 

but as a calling for the present? 

PRAYER 

God, anchor my life in the future You have promised. Keep me faithful, compassionate, 

holy, and hopeful as I wait for You to make all things new. Amen. 

 

SAY IT 

I am a child of promise. My future is God’s presence, renewal, and glory. 
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YOU ARE A 

CHILD OF PROMISE 

God keeps His promises. 

Jesus welcomes you into His family. 

The Holy Spirit is forming you. 

Your future is full of hope. 

REMEMBER 

You are loved. 

You are known. 

You belong to God. 

You are a child of promise. 

AKINKUNMI EMMANUEL AKINBOADE 



 
THE CHILD OF PROMISE TEEN EDITION 

 

 

AKINKUNMI EMMANUEL AKINBOADE  •  OCTOBER 2026 PAGE 48 

 

 


